
 

 

   Newsletter – Spring 2021   

 

 
Back to Work We Go! 

With restrictions easing we feel we can now start our Gardening Work Calendar again and a big 

thankyou to those who have been gardening in their own time. We still need to self-distance, wear 

masks if in busy areas and bring our own hand tools.  Larger tools will be brought to the Fraser 

Centre from our Tool Shed together with hand sanitiser/wipes and these will be cleaned at the end 

of a session.  

 

How Milngavie in Bloom operates 

If you are new to the organisation we have a management committee and you can see all our roles 

on our website www.milngavieinbloom.org.uk   Our Membership Secretary, Ian Mitchell, will 

welcome you and liaise with our Volunteer Convenor, Tam Spaeth, who will help you to settle in.  

Tam held her first New Volunteer Zoom in February.  Ian sends out general emails and our regular 

Newsletters to help keep you up to date. Sheena Maclachlan is our Clean Sweep Convenor and 

emails her regular volunteers.  The Gardening Group is managed by Evelyn Parbrook and consists of 

8 members who oversee all the work and manage the regular work days.   We count our hours as 

this helps us with funding applications.  

The Gardening Group also started up a Whatsapp Group during the pandemic and if you would like 

to be added to that please email Sheila Cook at sheilajcook1@hotmail.com with your mobile phone 

number.   This is a social, chatty, photo sharing group which will keep you up to speed in all our 

areas and can also act as an alerting group if there are any issues in the town.  

 

 

Snowdrop Appeal – the snowdrops have been magnificent and 

helped to cheer us in the last lockdown.  Donations have been 

planted along the West Highland Way and in other areas this 

Spring and divisions of larger clumps have also been undertaken. 

 

 

 

http://www.milngavieinbloom.org.uk/
mailto:sheilajcook1@hotmail.com


 

Cheery Crocus   

                                                                                            

The crocuses were particularly beautiful.  We 

were delighted that the ones our volunteers 

planted together with Allander Rotary in the 

autumn extended the planting on Mugdock 

Road. This was part of their Purple4Polio 

campaign and they will bulk up in future years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Precinct 

The railing planters have been a Spring delight as well as the barrels, large planters and the 

floral fountains. 

                        

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Donation and new bowser 

The committee would like to thank the anonymous 

donor who recently gave us £5,000.    We have 

agreed to spend it on a new electric powered 

bowser to help our watering team of ‘unsung 

heroes’. John McCourtney and Jim Walker are out 

at 6am on summer mornings helping to keep 

everything well watered in the town centre and do 

a marvellous job.  The new bowser will be branded 

with our logo and the old manual bowser will be 

donated to new group Bearsden in Bloom. 

 

 

Choo Choo! 

Nigel Scott who leads the Station group sent in a 

lovely photograph of a new train donated by 

Scotrail, along with 2 new barrels. Although the 

group were not able to meet inside the station in 

2020 they are hoping to be back planting up this 

summer when permission is granted.   The 

outside bed has had a good mulch with 

composted bark. 

 

Sowing and Growing  

With garden centres closed many of our volunteers 

have begun sowing and growing at home just as we 

did last year.  We are sure we can again fill all our 

areas with a blast of summer colour.  Like everyone 

though we are looking forward to garden centres and 

our wholesaler reopening soon.   Here’s a happy 

volunteer in his new greenhouse bought by Milngavie 

in Bloom!                                                                

 

 

 



 

Mugdock Road Car Park 

 We have two beds in Mugdock Road Car Park which 

we maintain but have longed to do more in this 

area. Our new Grant Fundraiser, John Davies, has 

been successful in gaining a grant of £3,000 from 

the Re-engagement and Wellbeing Fund of the local 

Health and Social Care Partnership. We hope to get 

some new volunteers to help in this area and have 

written to our local GP practices for help and 

support in finding people who have had a tough 

time in the pandemic. Unfortunately the council has 

put in more electric charging points and it looks 

even worse than before. We are hoping to have  

discussions with EDC about clearing the debris so we can start planting.  

 

 

 

 

Signs 

You will notice we have upgraded our signs around 

the town including the areas where we work in 

partnership with other groups.                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Clean Sweep 

  

Sheena Maclachlan is indebted to our 

wonderful regular volunteers for litter picking 

at a time when takeaway litter and drinking 

dens have increased.  However with more 

people staying local we have gained more 

volunteers, but it is an endless but 

worthwhile task. Sheena is happy to hand out 

green bags, litter pickers and arrange to find 

a buddy for any new volunteers who would 

like to give it a go with a taster session.       

 

 

Best wishes for Spring 2021 from the committee.   

Keep safe and keep sowing and growing and litter picking for 

Milngavie in Bloom!!!!  

 


