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What a year 2019 has been! 
As 2019 draws to a close and Milngavie 
in Bloom packs away the gardening (but 
not the litter picking tools!) it’s time to 
reflect on the highlights of the past 12 
months.  In May we received the 
Business Community Champion Award 
at the East Dunbartonshire Business 
Awards ceremony. In September we 
received a Gold Medal certificate at the 
Beautiful Scotland Awards ceremony 
and the Visit Scotland Award for 
Tourism. These awards are testimony to 
the hard work of our dedicated volunteers whether they be gardeners, litter pickers, 
waterers, or administrators.   Milngavie in Bloom could not achieve these awards without the 
assistance and co-operation of East Dunbartonshire Council and Milngavie Town Centre 
Business Improvement District including many local groups and organisations. We do, 
however wish to recognise the contribution of two groups in particular. The Allander Road 
Group who have transformed the landscape around the Allander Road estate.  The group 
received a Level 4 – Thriving Award at the It’s Your Neighbourhood awards ceremony 
together with the Wild about Gardens Award. The pupils and staff of Clober Primary School 
who grew and planted the Community Bed outside the Fraser Centre received Level 5 – 
Outstanding Award at the same ceremony.  We would also like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge and thanks all the supporters of Milngavie in Bloom whose financial 
contributions allow us to continue the work that we carry out. 

 
Autumn Planting 
All the winter planting in planters and beds took place in October and at the end of November 
we cleared all the leaves from the embankment leading down to the station. Hugh was in his 
element with his jet pack blowing the leaves down the slope. We were augmented by the 
Community Payback lads who did a great job. Thanks to all. 

 
 



 
Reindeer Parade - 30th November 

Milngavie in Bloom volunteers took part in the 
celebrations by marching through the village 
wearing our tabards and lots of interesting 
headgear!  We handed out recruitment flyers 
with our new website 
www.milngavieinbloom.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Cards and Calendars 
Our festive fundraising has been 
boosted by sales of our cards and 
calendars. You can buy them in 
Baxter’s, Besotted, Elba and Ruby 
Red. They make a great gift. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clean Sweep 

Our Clean Sweepers keep active 
through December and January. 
They have done a wonderful job 
keeping all areas litter free and 
pulling a trolley from the river.  On a 
positive note a badger was seen on 
the Auchenhowie Road and a 
goldcrest in Lennox Park. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.milngavieinbloom.org/


Welcome to our new committee members 
Helen Martin 
I grew up in rural Ayrshire, where my mother looked after a 

traditional garden with a vegetable plot, drying green, rose beds, 

and borders with a few fruit bushes, while my father grew tomatoes 

in his greenhouse. To my regret, I learned very little from either of 

them and am hoping to remedy this through Milngavie in Bloom. I 

have lived in Milngavie for over 30 years and greatly appreciated the 

efforts of MiB to improve the environment around the town centre. 

When I retired a couple of years ago, I became a volunteer with MiB 

and have now found myself on the committee! 
 

Fiona Lawrie 
I grew up in Milngavie and moved back in 2018. I am 

passionate about wildlife and the environment and am 

a keen walker and amateur photographer. Milngavie in 

Bloom gives me the opportunity to contribute to 

keeping Milngavie a pleasant place to live. As well as the 

health benefits of being outside, it is an extremely 

friendly group who take great pride in what they do. I 

do not consider myself to be very green fingered, but I 

have learnt a lot about plants in the short time I have 

been volunteering!  I would encourage anyone who is 

interested in volunteering to join us and help keep Milngavie beautiful. 

and a very warm welcome back to Diane Black…. 
Moving to the relatively “small” village of 
Milngavie approximately 40 years ago 
from a busy town was a revelation. The 
community element that I had never 
experienced during my upbringing was 
obvious and so appreciated. I accepted an 
‘invitation’ to join Milngavie in Bloom, 
contributing what I could to enhance the 
appearance of the village. My husband, 
with his foresight and support, 
encouraged me to continue the 
relationship. It is in his honour that I 
accepted the invitation to serve again on 
the committee. 

 



Remembrance Day 
Once again we displayed the 
knitted poppies and poppy 
wreaths at the Community Bed 
for Remembrance Day and the 
bed was dedicated as a Garden of 
Remembrance. We are indebted 
to Diane for ensuring this annual 
act of remembrance takes place. 

 
 
 
 

Winter Warmer 
Saturday 1st February 2020, St Andrews Church Hall 12-2.30pm 
 
Put the date in your new 2020 diary and join us for 
homemade soups, tasty sandwiches and a chance to meet up 
with all the volunteers in the New Year.  Bring along your 
unwanted gifts to recycle in the raffle too! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and finally 
 
On behalf of the committee of Milngavie in Bloom may I wish you and all your family a 
Happy Festive Season and a peaceful and healthy New Year. 
 

Douglas Cameron 

Chairman Milngavie in Bloom 


