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Thank you to all our volunteers for keeping Milngavie ‘clean and green’ during this strange time.
Together we have managed to sow and grow at home, plant and maintain all our areas except the
inside of the station which is still off limits. In the middle of the summer we were even able to meet
for a coffee outdoors after a work session. We’ve had to adapt to changing rules and practise
socially distant gardening. We’ve had to cancel our social events and run the AGM by ballot, but like
everyone we are adapting, thriving and surviving - and even attracting some welcome new
volunteers. Many people began to appreciate their outside space more in 2020 and many took up
gardening and clean sweeping which we all know helps both our physical and mental health.

Rotary Purple4Polio Crocus planting campaign

With the Rotary as our community partner this year we also purchased 4,000 crocus corms and
together with Rotary volunteers we planted up the bank near Enterprise House. Their campaign tells
people about the need to eradicate the life threatening and disabling polio virus. Look out for the
purple crocuses in Spring 2021 on the bank and in the railing planters.



Mugdock Road new planter

Our old barrels at the Mugdock Road roundabout were dismantled and a new metal planter from
Ogilvie Engingeering was delivered with our logo on the side. It is now being planted up and should
be more long lasting.

Telephone Box

We obtained new paint and have commissioned Milngavie & Bearsden Men’s Shed to carry out
improvements to the telephone box we saved last summer. We intend to use it as our town centre
noticeboard so look out for current information about Milngavie in Bloom whenever you are passing.

Leaf Clearing



We usually clear the leaves from the steps to the station with the help of the council. Unfortunately
they can’t help this year but we will attempt to achieve the impossible so watch out for information
about forthcoming work days.

Calendar 2021

Our fundraising calendar will brighten up your home next year and raise vital funds. It costs £8 and
will make a good Christmas present for your family, friends and neighbours. It would be good to see
photographs of how far away in the world the calendar reaches so do send us your photographs!!
Contact any member of the committee if you wish to buy one or think you can help us with sales.
We can deliver! This year we are not charging the traders for their adverts as they have had a very
difficult year, but we need to sell all 400 to make a profit. It is also available to purchase in Baxters,
Elba, Driftwood and Besotted. Payment to cheque to ‘Milngavie in Bloom’ or by bank transfer to
sort code: 80-08-98 account number: 06001656 using your name as the reference.



Clean Sweep

We have managed to keep Milngavie free of litter even though at times it was challenging with extra
takeaway litter but many volunteers used lockdown to really Spring Clean their patches. We could
not organise our Big Clean Sweep events but have attracted more volunteers. Clean Sweep
continues during the winter months so there is no need to be bored!! Check the Milngavie in Bloom
website for our work days. www.milngavieinbloom.org.uk

Thank You Fiona!

Fiona Baillie, an Edinburgh University Student, had an article published in the recent edition of the
Community Magazine. Here is the full article she wrote about her time with us.

‘This summer after coming back home from university, I began socially distanced volunteering with
Milngavie in Bloom, a wonderful group of people keeping Milngavie looking at its best throughout
the year. I started out with my next-door neighbour at the sheltered housing raised beds, which
bloomed magnificently over the season, before being introduced to several members of the MiB
group. From here I was welcomed into the Italian Garden group led by the wonderful Jenny. Here, I
was able to learn even more about new kinds of plants and how to maintain them throughout the
growing season, all the while getting to know more about the members during the coffee and ice
cream/biscuit breaks. This whole experience was incredibly restorative and beneficial for me,
especially during this stressful and anxious period that we are all continuing to live in, and I’m
positive my house plants will also reap some of the benefits!

As a Milngavie resident, I had never given much thought as to how the village had been kept, but
now having been behind the scenes, I have a deep respect for the people who put some much love,
care and work into keeping Milngavie looking clean and beautiful. The group takes on more work
than I could ever have imagined, and it was a pleasure to help out even for a short amount of time.

http://www.milngavieinbloom.org.uk


The team is always looking out for young pairs of hands to get stuck in, so I highly recommend
younger people to get involved! I thoroughly look forward to helping out once again.‘

Farewell but not goodbye….
Wewere very sad not to hold our AGM and social evening this year because we especially wanted to
thank 3 retiring committee members for all their hard work in person. So instead we arranged a
photo shoot and a thank you gift and here are our tributes.

Ian Pascoe

Ian Pascoe and his wife Fay have been very active members of Milngavie in Bloom for many years
and Ian has served on the committee since September 2017. He and Fay took over the maintenance
of the shrub beds and related problems at Kirk Wynd. The ownership of Kirk Wynd with its broken
down walls and paving was disputed by East Dunbartonshire Council (EDC) and they refused to do
any maintenance and refused even to check the Land Registry. As the surrounding businesses and
shops said it was not private and in the past had been looked after by the old Bearsden and
Milngavie District Council, Ian took it upon himself to pay for a check on the Land Registry in
Edinburgh to prove EDC did own it! Eventually EDC built a containing wall and resurfaced it. Ian and
Milngavie in Bloom then replaced all the soil in the beds with new compost and replanted with
shrubs and Spring bulbs. Ian also became the Membership Secretary and was responsible for setting
up and holding the list of members with their contact details. He kept all the volunteers updated by
sending out information by letter if necessary re work days , special events etc. Thank you even for
all your hard work and your sense of humour which we all enjoyed at the committee meetings.



Rona Macleod

Rona Macleod is also retiring from the Committee and is one of our long standing members having
served on the Committee since September 2010. She helped Margaret MacBain set up the “Clean
Sweep” section in June 2011 and took over the responsibility and organisation fromMargaret in
2016. Indefatigable in her efforts she has organised the twice monthly litter pick sessions, sourced
the green bags, overseen the purchase of litter picks and tabards, noted the ‘black spots’, worked
with local traders, and produced a regular report of all work accomplished at each session. She has
dealt with the Council on the problems of fly tipping and cleaning up the River Allander. Each Spring
(except 2020!) Rona has organised a Big Clean Sweep of Milngavie roping in help from Scouts, Tesco
and other local businesses and getting local press publicity. Due to her enthusiastic efforts the
Clean Sweep “Brigade” has grown in numbers and Milngavie residents are very aware and
appreciative of their work. Rona has also been the “star” salesperson for the Milngavie in Bloom
Calendar – nobody can refuse her! Thank you Rona for all your sterling work and always carried out
with such charm.

Douglas and Ina Cameron

It was with regret that the committee of Milngavie in Bloom learned of the decision of their
Chairman Douglas Cameron to retire after seven years in the post. Douglas, a resident of Milngavie



for many years, came on the committee in 2011 and took over the Chairmanship in September 2013.
The list of work that Douglas has undertaken on behalf of Milngavie in Bloom is huge and always
carried out with tact, charm, efficiency and often if required doggedness. As well as preparing
agendas and chairing committee meetings Douglas has spent hours liaising with and lobbying East
Dunbartonshire Council, both Officials and Councillors and keeping them informed of our work. He
has been tireless in his promotion of Milngavie in Bloom writing articles and letters to the local
Milngavie and Bearsden Herald and to the Community Magazine. He has worked with the local
Business Initiative District (BID) to help promote Milngavie and ideas to improve our village. At each
AGM Douglas produced an illustrated report of the work of the year and arranged a speaker to talk
on a gardening or related topic. He has taken us into the Beautiful Scotland Competition and over
the last few years Milngavie has gone from winning a Bronze Award via Silver and Silver Gilt to Gold
in 2019.The work involved in the preparation to enter this Competition is immense –producing an
illustrated portfolio , organising a walking route for the judges and giving an illustrated presentation
to include all aspects of our work under the headings of Gardening, Environmental and Community
involvement eg. schools , local charities and sheltered and care homes. In addition Douglas has also
organised two special events during his tenure. In 2016 MiB had a celebration of the work done by
them and the Bearsden and Milngavie Ramblers on improving the pathway at the start of the West
Highland Way changing the side beds from an overgrown weedy mess to gardening beds with all
year round interest with shrubs , herbaceous plants and Spring bulbs. Douglas arranged for Jimmie
Macgregor to be our Celebrity to open it and a Piper to add to the festive mood. In 2018 MiB
celebrated 10 years since its inception and the Committee wanted to do something special. Douglas
proposed a “Walking Man Statue” for a small gardening bed at the junction of Park Road with Main
Street. This would also commemorate Tom Hunter who was the instigator of the West Highland Way
long distance footpath fromMilngavie to Fort William. This was achieved with a lot of help both
financial and practical from local businesses and industries. The whole organisation and coordination
of the project was undertaken by Douglas. The statue is a very fitting commemoration of him as well
as Tom Hunter. The committee is going to find it hard to fill Douglas’s shoes (or boots!) and we
should like to thank him and his wife Ina for all their hard work and dedication.

Keep well, keep safe, and a very happy Christmas and New Year to you all
from the committee.


